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Dear Minister Anastasiadou, 

Dear Mayor Yiorkadjis, 

Dear fellow speakers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 It is my great pleasure to welcome you, on behalf  of  the 

European Commission, to the 5th Conference on Sustainable 

Urban Mobility Plans.  

 This is one of  the major, maybe even the most important 

annual conference on European urban mobility. Its 2018 theme 

is ‘Planning for Multimodal Cities’. The selection of  the 

theme could not have been timelier since 2018 is the ‘Year of  

Multimodality’! 

 

Year of  Multimodality  

 This year is the opportunity to have a fresh look at how we 

move and how we commute. An opportunity to rethink 

transport from a system approach, using resources efficiently 

and addressing customers' needs. 

 How can we move around in smarter ways? Are we using the 

right mix of  transport modes or could we combine them 

differently to make our journey faster, more sustainable or 



3 

more efficient?  

 

Why is multimodality important now? 

 

 There are a number of  reasons why multimodality matters, now 

more than ever:  

 The first is that transport accounts for one quarter of  our 

greenhouse gas emissions. 400,000 premature deaths due 

to noise and air pollution is another striking statistics. In 

urban areas, the impact on health is the most severe.  

 That is why the Commission is calling for "Vision Zero" – no 

pollution through transport. And multimodality is a key way of  

finding alternatives to private car use. With their high 

population densities and high share of  short-distance trips, 

cities have a great potential to move towards a more sustainable 

transport mix, including active modes such as walking and 

cycling!  

 Second, our roads are increasingly congested. Cities are the 

first to suffer from it! Overall, congestion costs us EUR 100 

billion per year, or 1 % of  EU GDP. But land is scarce, 

especially in cities. That means that there are natural limits to 

the expansion of  our infrastructure. Multimodality can help us 
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to make more efficient use of  the existing infrastructure and 

reduce congestion on our busy roads. Moreover, if  we plan 

investments through the lens of  multimodality, we can focus on 

those projects that generate the greatest value-added for the 

transport network as a whole. 

 And lastly, multimodality can support the emergence of  new 

business models, such as the development of  integrated 

transport services, be it in passenger or freight transport. These 

new services can also make the EU economy as a whole more 

efficient and more competitive since all EU manufacturers rely 

on transport services in one form or another. 

 

EU action on multimodality and some highlights of  the Year 

of  Multimodality 

 This is why we intend to take a number of  measures 

throughout the year to promote and facilitate multimodality, 

both for passengers and for freight. 

 First, the Commission plans to promote digitalisation, 

interoperability and standardisation – very important for 

freight multimodality – through proposals on the use of  

electronic documents and on the Single Maritime Window. 

These proposals form part of  the Third Mobility Package, 
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which is scheduled for adoption the day after tomorrow – so 

watch this space! 

 Also part of  the Package is a revision of  the vehicle safety 

and pedestrian safety directives. This should include a better 

protection of  vulnerable road users, such as pedestrians and 

cyclists. This is yet another piece of  the jigsaw to promote 

active mobility, and active mobility integrated with other modes, 

particularly in the context of  smart cities.  

 We are also taking a very close look at the internalisation of  

external costs. We recently published a first snapshot on the 

burden of  charges on different modes of  transport. We will 

have a more complete study based on the most up-to-date 

information by the end of  this year. This will allow us to assess 

to what extent the "polluter pays principle" is already 

implemented across the EU – and whether more needs to be 

done. 

 On the passenger side, we are about to receive a report on 

multimodal passenger rights. We will take this as a starting 

point to analyse where the missing links are and whether more 

needs to be done at EU level to make integrated passenger 

rights a reality. 

 As regards travel information and ticketing, we already have 



6 

a regulation that obliges transport operators to make 

passenger travel information available. In addition, we have 

just launched a study to analyse the remaining challenges for 

EU-wide integrated ticketing and payment systems and help us 

decide whether additional action is required. 

 And last but not least, the EU provides significant financing 

for multimodality and for sustainable urban mobility in 

general: 

 For example, €43 million of  the last CEF call will be 

spent on multimodal projects, leveraging an impressive 

total investment of  €352 million. 

 Multimodality and passenger mobility is also one of  the 

priorities of  the new CEF call which will be launched 

together with the Third Mobility Package the day after 

tomorrow. That means another €450 million of  fresh money 

for projects such as passenger transport terminals, and easier 

access to data related to urban vehicle access regulations and 

multimodal travel information!  

 The European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) 

have a total budget of  €18.5 billion over the period 2014-

2020, which can also be used for urban mobility. For instance, 

the programme "Urban Innovative Actions" provides urban 
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areas with financial resources to test innovative solutions to 

the main urban challenges, including urban mobility. Let me 

give you a few examples. The city of  Albertslund in the 

vicinity of  Copenhagen is introducing light rail and 

driverless buses. This is the opportunity to test how 

autonomous vehicles can become an integrated part of  

public transportation and address the first-last mile challenge 

in proximity to the new light rail stations. Or take the city of  

Ghent that is developing a "Traffic Management as a 

Service" concept. A new platform will automatically 

monitor traffic and mobility for the city of  Ghent, give 

traffic operators and end-users insight in mobility and notify 

them on relevant events. 

 We are also mobilising research funds from Horizon 2020, 

which has an estimated €200 million available for urban 

mobility pilot projects. At the forefront are of  course the 

CIVITAS projects, for example SUMPS-UP, PROSPERITY 

and SUITS, which will also be presented at the conference. 

 

Multimodality: the role of  cities and SUMP 

 I could go on and on and speak about many other inspiring 

examples where sustainable and multimodal mobility solutions 
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are tested and deployed. But let me now turn to the role of  

cities and of  Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (S-U-M-P). 

 Multimodal solutions need careful, integrated planning – 

and this is why the theme of  today's conference, "Planning for 

multimodal cities" is so topical. Multimodality requires planning 

mobility as a system: break out of  the silo approach and 

develop nodes where people can conveniently switch between 

different modes; plan for the convergence of  networks, 

transport, energy, payments…. In urban mobility, we were 

multi-modal long before it became a buzzword! 

 By the way, when I say urban mobility, I do not only mean 

smart cities, but also smart villages. European rural areas also 

need a smart and integrated approach to sustainable transport. 

So smart communities would actually be a better word!  

 In January 2018, I visited a result of  integrated multimodal 

planning: the new Kirchberg-Pfaffenthal node in 

Luxembourg. A funicular links the Pfaffenthal railway station 

to the Kirchberg tramway and bus station and to the bike lane. 

It provides a step-free access route for pedestrians and cyclists 

from the Kirchberg plateau to the Pfaffenthal valley below and 

vice-versa. This enables easy switching from rail to tram, bus or 

bike even in hilly terrain! 
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 This is why the Commission has been promoting S-U-M-Ps for 

some time and has published Guidelines for cities to adopt 

such plans already in 2013. Urban mobility is of  course 

primarily the responsibility of  local authorities. Without the 

knowledge of  the local level, without the strong will to change 

things there, more sustainable mobility is not going to happen 

in cities. But the Commission stands ready to provide support 

and help to exchange best practices, and the publication of  the 

S-U-M-P Guidelines is one way of  doing that. 

 Since then, we have gained a lot of  traction: around 1000 cities 

in the EU have adopted S-U-M-Ps. And we see a clear 

difference between cities that have S-U-M-Ps and those 

that don't when it comes to coherence of  mobility projects. 

I am very much looking forward to the time, probably in the 

second half  of  2019, when we will be able to objectively 

measure the difference with our new urban mobility indicators. 

I am convinced that seeing the impact in hard figures will 

motivate even more cities to join the S-U-M-P community! 

 After five years, it is time to take a fresh look at the S-U-M-

P concept and to update our Guidelines. We have gained a 

wealth of  experience from projects and know-how from the 

different expert networks: CIVITAS, the Member State Expert 
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Group on Urban Mobility, the Sustainable Transport Forum for 

alternative fuels, to name only a few. 

 We also need to integrate new developments such as mobility 

as a service, connected and automated driving and urban access 

restrictions. I am looking forward to the presentation by 

Siegfried RUPPRECHT on the revision of  the Guidelines! 

 As I said, networking has been instrumental in gaining and 

spreading experience with S-U-M-Ps, and this is why 

conferences like the one today are so important. Awards are 

another, very powerful way of  leading the way and inspiring 

others – and here I am of  course thinking of  the yearly Award 

for Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning. 

 Last year's price focused on urban freight and was awarded to 

Brussels for its work on making freight deliveries more 

sustainable. Freight accounts for 10% of  traffic in the Belgian 

capital, but for 30% of  congestion (think double parking!!!). 

This is a good reminder that urban mobility solutions must also 

focus on freight and the last mile into the city.  

 This year's price was dedicated to shared mobility and 

went to the city of  Turda in Romania. Turda stood out for 

its clear planning vision, robust financing strategy and 

measurable targets. The jury also noted the potential for reusing 
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the strategy and the likelihood that it will inspire other cities. 

But we have Mr Radu Andronic here from Turda, who is better 

placed than I to explain more about the secrets behind the city’s 

success! 

 

Conclusion 

 But before handing over to the next speaker, allow me to wish 

you all a very enjoyable and inspiring conference. I am very 

much looking forward to discovering your projects! 

 I would also like to warmly thank minister Anastasiadou and 

mayor Yiorkadjis for hosting us today and the Eltis team for 

their hard work in creating a pleasant and stimulating 

conference, helping us to move towards more integrated 

Planning for Multimodal Cities.  

 Thank you and Efharistó [thank you in Cypriote]! 

 

 


