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Parallel Session D4 
How does the idea of SMART Cities fit to the SUMP approach? 

 

Håkan Perslow | Research Institutes of Sweden (RISE) 
Is the Smart City the answer to SUMP challenges? 

Nikša Vlahušić | City of Dubrovnik Development Agency 
SMART the SUMP up 

Karen Vancluysen | Polis 
Integrated governance and financing tools to boost smart innovation 

Moderator: Karen Vancluysen | Polis 

 

Session Summary 

The topic of the discussion was the role of transport in the Smart City concept as it is not 
systematically recognized even though it is a central building block of the Smart City. The 
participants discussed first the main barriers in their cities to the recognition of transport as a core 
Smart City issue and according to the Croatian team this barrier was (lack of) data availability. 
Transport data is difficult and costly to gather and manage in Croatia as well as in other countries 
like Bulgaria, Norway, Sweden and Italy. To overcome this barrier strong cooperation between 
stakeholders is necessary.  

The use of local resources and communities of stakeholders to enhance Smart City projects was 
the next topic for discussion. Here the representative of Dubrovnik Development Agency shared 
their positive experience of cooperation with central and local government, as well as with all local 
stakeholders, placing citizens at the heart of Smart City policies. 

Finally the participants discussed financing challenges.  Since cities’ budgets are always under 
pressure, how to decide where and when to invest, how to find the balance between the private 
and public sector and how to develop relevant appraisal frameworks.  

 

Key Messages 

Realising a Smart City depends more on collaboration and clever planning, than on the deployment 
of technology. 

Håkan Perslow | Research Institutes of Sweden (RISE) 

 

With a new generation of cities comes a new generation of possibilities! 

Nikša Vlahušić | City of Dubrovnik Development Agency 

 

Integrated governance and finance tools and new forms of public-private cooperation can boost 
smart innovations that serve sustainable urban mobility goals. 

Karen Vancluysen | Polis 


