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Parallel Session C3 
Local strategies in SUMP development 

 

Marcin Wolek | Gdynia City Council and University of Gdansk 
Towards the integration of SEAPs and SUMPs. The local context of the city of Gdynia, Poland 

David Harris | City of Birmingham 
Reallocating Birmingham’s Roadspace Developing Birmingham’s Transport Space Allocation 

Georg Förster | City of Kassel 
Why a SUMP for Kassel, Germany - differences between SUMPs and VEPs 

Moderator: Susanne Böhler-Baedeker | Rupprecht Consult 

 

Session Summary 

The session focused on local examples and the differences between the cities and therefore the 
kind of local strategies that they choose to suit their local contexts. Three very experienced 
presenters from the City of Gdynia, the City of Kassel and the City of Birmingham presented their 
examples and showed what kind of challenges they faced. Local strategies in the city of Gdynia 
were developed based on internal and external partnerships including with academia, the local 
public transport operator and CIVITAS Dynamo project partners. For the City of Kassel it is not 
sufficient to talk only with citizens about quality of life, but most important was to convince politicians 
to vote in favour of a budget for the SUMP. There is a need to invite local politicians and 
stakeholders to expert forums and gave them tailor made knowledge about SUMP’s. For 
Birmingham, the SUMP should also be a communication process, giving the opportunity to create 
a forum for dialog with the city, with its citizens, with the politicians and also with its institutions to 
move things forward.  The discussion highlighted that a lot of cities in Europe are aware of the 
SUMP concept and are interested in starting out, but there is still a need to improve the common 
core guidelines, which should become a kind of road map for SUMP. 

 

Key Message 

The session focused on local examples and the differences between the cities and therefore the 
kind of local strategies that they choose to suit their local contexts. 

 


