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An overview of the SUMI project

SUMI provided technical support on sustainable urban
mobility indicators (EC-funded, Dec 2017-Aug 2020)

Key activities

• Review and “Europeanisation” of indicator set originally developed
by the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD)

• Provision of technical support to 46 European urban areas
to test the indicator set

• Collection of learnings from the cooperating urban areas

• Preparation of recommendations for the EC

• Development of benchmarking tool

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/urban_mobility/sumi_en

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/urban_mobility/sumi_en


SUMI goal: 
Review and “Europeanisation” of WBCSD indicators

• Indicator set originally developed by World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (WBCSD) to be used by any city in the world

• EC’s objective: indicator set for EU cities, in line with standardised EU 
data formats and data sets available at the EU level, and taking into 
account EC policies and targets

• WBCSD’s indicator set retained in principle but basis of underlying data
and calculation algorithms for majority of indicators revised to some 
extent



SUMI indicators
Core Indicators

Non-Core Indicators

#1: Affordability of public transport for the 
poorest group

#2: Accessibility for mobility impaired groups
#3: Air pollutant emissions
#4: Noise hindrance
#5: Road deaths
#6: Access to mobility services 
#7: Emissions of greenhouse gases
#8: Congestion and delays 

#9:   Energy efficiency 
#10: Opportunity for active mobility
#11: Multimodal integration
#12: Satisfaction with public transport
#13: Traffic safety active modes

Modal Split (not an indicator but parameter for 
several indicators)

#14: Quality of public spaces
#15: Urban functional diversity
#16: Commuting travel time

#17: Mobility space usage
#18: Security



Example: Opportunity for active mobility

• Definition: Infrastructure for active mobility, namely walking and cycling

• Parameter: The length of roads and streets with pavements, bike lanes, 30 km/h 
(or 20 mph) zones and pedestrian zones related to the total length of a city’s road 
network (excl. motorways)

• Data sources: GIS (spatial data)

1: Input the length of 
the road networks 

with pavements [km] 
(Lsw)

2: Input the length of 
the pedestrian 

zone(s) [km] (Lpz)

3: Input the length of 
the road  network 

with bike lanes [km] 
(Lbl)

4: Input the length of 
the road network in a 

30 km/h zone [km] 
(Lz30)

5: Input the total 
length of the city road 

network [km] (Lrn)
6: Calculate

•𝑅𝑎𝑚 =
(𝐿𝑠𝑤+𝐿𝑏𝑙+𝐿𝑧30+𝐿𝑝𝑧)

𝐿𝑟𝑛



Why should cities use the indicator set?

1) Indicators help evaluating the effectiveness of measures (as included 
in SUMP)

2) Indicators help identifying strengths and weaknesses of city’s 
mobility system and identifying areas for improvement

3) Indicators allow measuring improvements that result from new 
mobility practices or policies (comparisons across time)

4) SUMI indicators allow performing EU-level standardised evaluation of 
city’s mobility system

5) The SUMI indicators allow for a comparison with other EC cities of 
similar size (benchmarking tool)



Towards a common European framework for SUMI
Six key recommendations to EC

1) Further refine/ adapt the indicators (esp. those with data collection 
problems)

2) Link SUMI indicators to SUMP in a synergistic manner

3) Define desired scaling of indicators, taking into account related 
EU policy goals

4) More adequately represent logistics-related urban transport aspects in 
indicator set

5) Involve specialised EU data providers as contributors of data for 
specific indicators

6) Encourage/ incentivise cities to adopt the indicators set (after further 
refinement)



SUMP-related recommendations to EC from SUMI

• Define minimum set of indicators and data for SUMP (some suggestions already 
included in 2nd ed. of SUMP guidelines, p. 97)

• Integrate SUMI indicators into SUMP platform on ELTIS

• Include SUMI indicators in EU training programmes on SUMP

• Develop SUMP “Topic Guide” on SUMI indicators

• Discuss conditionality of SUMI indicators for EU financial support for the 
development of SUMPs

• SUMI indicators in ToR of EU funding organisations such as Japsers

• Discuss indicator set at meetings of the National Expert Group on Urban Mobility
(EGUM), e.g. integration into national SUMP guidelines or conditionality for national 
funding

• DG DEVCO to check suitability of SUMI indicator set for cities in developing and 
transition countries



Fact-finding study
low- and zero-emission urban mobility

• DG MOVE service contract (June 2020 – March 2021)

• Coordinator: PwC; partner: Rupprecht, Ecorys, Isinnova

• Analysis of urban mobility situation in 125 EU cities 

• Focus on four topics: SUMP, SULP, UVAR, data/ indicators

• Data is being gathered from cities on 7 SUMI indicators and modal split 
(simplified methodology and in parallel original SUMI approach)

• More information: https://www.rupprecht-consult.eu/project/fact-
finding-study-low-and-zero-emission-urban-mobility.html

https://www.rupprecht-consult.eu/project/fact-finding-study-low-and-zero-emission-urban-mobility.html
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