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School travel survey results
Membership news and offers
European Mobility Week winner

Bike Lights offer
Local Motion supporters - the Allinson family
‘Buses in Darlington’ feature

Welcome to our November edition of the Local Motion
newsletter. Through the newsletter we aim to keep you
up to date with Local Motion incentives, events and
initiatives to improve local travel in Darlington.

It is important to us at team Local Motion that supporters
also keep us informed of what they are doing to help
change the future of travel in the Borough. As such we are

encouraging residents to get in touch and to let us know
what forms of transport they are using to get around the
town. If you have decided to get in the saddle as a means
of keeping fit or have exchanged parking the car for
hopping on a bus, we want to hear from you. 

Contact one of our advisors directly on 0800 458 9810 or
email dothtelocalmotion@darlington.org.uk

Schools’ travel survey update
The number of children walking or cycling to school
has dramatically increased, according to results from
a survey conducted by Darlington Council and the
Local Motion team.

The results show that 57% of primary school pupils
(53% national average) and 52% of secondary pupils
(41% national average) in the Borough now walk to
school - the equivalent of 7,500 pupils. The research
also shows 4% of primary and secondary pupils now
cycle to school - a 300% increase on two years ago.
With the national average for cycling at 1.5%, schools
in Darlington are leading the way when it comes to
encouraging pupils to get on their bikes.

The most impressive result was the reduction in

numbers of pupils getting to and from school by car -

2,665 (19% of those who took part in the survey) said

they get to school by car, which is 1,000 less than 18

months ago. With the national average for car use

standing at 31%, the Borough is shown to fall well

below levels recorded

throughout the country.

There have been particularly

outstanding changes in travel

behaviour at a number of

schools, including Alderman

Leach Primary, where cycling

levels have gone from 0% to

18% over the last two years,

Mowden Junior School where

cycling has risen from 1% to

5% of journeys to school and

at Hummersknott Secondary

where car sharing and cycling

has increased significantly,

and single family car use 

has gone down by more 

than 30%.



With membership now approaching 3600,

support for the Local Motion scheme

continues to go from strength to strength.

As such we are keen to offer a range of

incentives for those residents who have

chosen to show their continued support

for the initiative. 

To qualify for this range of offers residents

are simply asked to show their Local

Motion supporters club card in selected

retailers throughout Darlington. 

Current offers include:
Iron Horse Cyclery 

10 Clark’s Yard, Darlington, DL3 7QH

Tel: (01325) 284500

Bikesport 

100 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7LB

Tel: (01325) 352255

Offer: 10% off repairs, 5% off new

bikes and a free bike check.

Urban Hairdressing 

198 Northgate, Darlington, DL1 1RB.

Tel: (01325) 485848

Web: www.urbanhairdressing.co.uk

Offer: 10% discount on any 

service in salon.

Brien and Son Locksmiths 

76 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JT

Tel: (01325) 381006

Offer: 15% discount off locks, keys,

fitting and repairing (not inclusive of

labour costs).

Kate Saint 

37 Grange Road, Darlington, DL1 5NB

Tel: (01325) 480181

Web: www.katesaint.co.uk

Email: info@katesaint.co.uk

Offer: free hat hire with any outfit

bought in store (not including sale

items) worth £50 or more.

C & G Model Railways 

95 Parkgate, Darlington, DL1 1RZ

Tel: (01325) 381085

Email: candgmodels@hotmail.com

Offer: 20% off new models and all new

railway books.

Robin Finnegan Jeweller 

27 Post House Wynd, 

Darlington, DL3 7LP

Tel: (01325) 489820

Web: www.militarybadges.co.uk

Email: diamondmerchants@

btopenworld.com

Offer: 10% off all jewellery and 

military items.

All above offers are ongoing

Café Gulp

Priestgate, Darlington, DL1 1NH. 

Tel: (01325) 389797

Email: cafegulpdarlington@

hotmail.com

Offer: 10% discount off final bill.

Offer runs till 01/08/2007.

More offers will be posted in our

December newsletter.

Membership news

As part of European Mobility Week, residents from
throughout the Borough were recently urged to take
part in a special challenge, encouraging them to 
leave the car at home and instead use a more
environmentally friendly mode of transport to travel 
to work or school. 

In reward for their efforts, the 100 plus participants who
chose to cycle, walk or take the bus during the week were
entered into a prize draw to win a free return rail trip for
two to a GNER destination of their choice. 

The lucky winner was John Holder from Darlington, who is
keen to use the tickets to go and visit his son in who lives
in Wellingborough. 

We were delighted to receive a lot of positive feedback
about the scheme. Comments from other residents
included:

“I cycled to my friends house in Bates Avenue - quick, 
easy and some new bits of cycle path - it was great!”. 

“I walked along to my sisters house over in Haughton.
Normally I would take the car but decided
instead to walk with my daughter - it
was a lot quicker as usually I would be
stuck in traffic”.

“I no longer take my car into
Darlington town centre. It is more
convenient and easier to use
the bus. No parking
problems, no
hassle.
What could
be better!”.

European Mobility Week winner

Lucky winner John Holder



As part of our on going campaign

to make travel in Darlington safer,

the Local Motion team are

encouraging residents to purchase

a set of bike lights at a reduced

rate.

These lights, which usually retail at

£20 will be available to Local

Motion supporters for £15 per set. 

In order to register your interest for

these packs, please contact the

Local Motion office on 0800 458

9810 or email dothelocalmotion.

co.uk leaving your name and

telephone number by Friday 17

November.

The lights will however be available

for collection from Darlington’s

Tourist Information Centre,

Information Darlington, from

Saturday 11 November.

Information Darlington is located

on Horsemarket and is open

between 8.45am to 4.45pm Monday

to Thursday and 8.45am to 4.15pm

on Fridays.   

Bike Lights offer

Lindsey and Yvonne Allinson are keen to get out of
the car and onto their bikes at every available
opportunity.  

Along with Yvonne’s six year-old daughter, Lauren they
see cycling as a fun past time that the whole family can
enjoy and since requesting a series of maps and
literature from the Local Motion team, they are even
more keen to get out and explore new routes around 
the town.

Unfortunately, Lindsey has recently had to undergo a
series of operations on her knees, but after being
advised that cycling would help to aid her recovery and
allow her to regain her normal level of fitness, she now
tries to use her bike at every available opportunity. 

The Allinson’s are also keen to complete Lauren’s
journey to school on foot as they find walking the ten
minute journey is much less stressful than driving 
the short distance every day.

Local Motion supporters
– the Allinson family 

Buses in Darlington 
Our travel research has shown that 12% of all trips by
residents of Darlington are by public transport, most of
these by bus. This is almost twice the national average
figure for use of public transport – perhaps a reflection of
the relatively comprehensive network of bus routes and
compact nature of our town. 

Bus services are important to Darlington for a variety of
reasons:

39% of shopping trips to the town centre by Darlington
residents are by bus, this compares to just 20% as a car
driver.  

Buses provide a vital transport service for the many
residents who do not have ready access, to a car.  
One bus has the potential to replace a number of cars
on the road. 

Improving bus services 
The Local Motion team, the Council and bus operators are
working together to try and improve bus services in
Darlington. Recent improvements include the introduction
of low floor easy access buses on service 21 and 30/31,
the installation of raised kerbs at stops to provide easier
access, and new bus shelters near Darlington College and
on North Road. 

The Allinson family get into the saddle



Bus companies decide the routes, times and fares of bus
services that they wish to operate. This ‘commercial
network’ of services is supplemented by Darlington
Borough Council who award contracts to bus operators
for additional services or journeys that are considered by
the Council to be ‘socially necessary’- these tend to be
either all day services to rural villages or early morning,
evening and Sunday services. 

Bus operators are regulated by the Traffic Commissioner
who can take action against operators who run badly
maintained vehicles or fail to run to the published
timetable.

Bus stops
In addition to funding some services, Darlington Borough
Council also installs and maintains bus shelters and bus
stops, increasingly providin ‘raised kerbs’ at stops in order
to make it easier for people to get on and off the bus.

Information on bus services
As a requirement of  the Darlington Borough Council Bus
Information Strategy, individual bus operators are obliged
to produce timetable leaflets for bus services they
operate. 

In addition to the above, Darlington Borough Council
produce a free Borough wide bus map and free area
timetable leaflets. Area leaflets are currently available for
the Whinfield, Haughton, Albert Hill, Yarm Road and
Skerne Park areas of the town. The remaining area leaflets
covering other areas of the Borough will be available
soon.   

All of the above publications are available from
Darlington’s Tourist Information Centre, Information
Darlington located in Horsemarket. 

Darlington Borough Council also provide timetable
information at every bus stop in the Borough - currently
550 stops.

Bus Fares
There are a wide range of bus fares, including single,
return, daily, weekly and monthly tickets. All children
under 16 years pay half fare for travel within the Borough
area. Residents over 60 and the disabled are eligible for
free travel.

For further information see the Local motion website
www.dothelocalmotion.co.uk or call in at Information
Darlington.

Buses: Who Does What?


