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Sustainable urban mobility : 

• Urban mobility: one of the components of an 
urban integrated approach, 

• conditions of access to services (health, education, 
culture)

• mobility from home to work or to education and training 
places. 

• Urban transport: core of sustainable urban 
mobility plan, which can be embedded in the 

integrated strategy for sustainable urban development. 

• Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans: set of 

interrelated measures designed to satisfy the current and 
future mobility needs of people and businesses



Sustainable urban mobility

Urban mobility and transport is crucial

• functioning of towns and cities, 

• the quality of life of citizens, 

• the competiveness of enterprises 

• the performance of EU transport system

• Considerable challenges: oil dependence, CO2, 
congestion, air quality, road safety, accessibility, …

• Investments needed accompanied by new urban 
mobility 'paradigm'



Considerable cohesion policy support

2007-2013: 7,82 b€ (10% of ERDF and CF 
transport budget)

urban transport and the promotion of clean urban transport

2014-2020: 11-12 b€ (>40% increase since 
2007-2013)



2007 – 2013 EU Urban
mobility financing in Romania

• integrated projects (i.e. streets, swege, light 
system) or not

• Rehabilitation of streets

• Target 411 km/ contracted 291 km/ finalised 123 
km

• Construction of by-passes

• Target 219 km/ contracted 91 km/ finalised 22 
km

• Urban infrastructure: for instance rehabilitation of 
tramways in Cluj, Iasi

• 60 projects/ submitted to MA 325/ finalised 60



2014 – 2020 EU Urban mobility
financing

Considerable cohesion policy support

2014-2020: 11-12 b€ (>40% increase since 2007-2013)

24 Member States will benefit, including all 15 cohesion 
countries which account for >80% of the budget

PL, GR, RO, IT: each > 1b€; together > 60% of budget

Above amounts only consider investments encoded as 
'clean urban transport' in our database, additional 
investments into urban transport under 'ITS', 'multi-modal', 
cycling are not included
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Cohesion Policy 2014 - 2020

• The development of sustainable multi-modal 
mobility is one of the key challenges for 
European cities and functional urban areas in the 
coming programming period 2014-2020. 

• Not only about funds 

• Both EU urban mobility policy and cohesion policy 
highlight the importance of integrated strategies 
and sound delivery



Strategic approach

"Sustainable multi-modal urban 
mobility" within (cross-sectorial) 
low-carbon strategies for all types 
of territory

"Sustainable regional/local mobility" 
within a comprehensive plan for 
developing efficient, environmentally-
friendly, low-carbon transport

Urban mobility within integrated 
strategies for urban development

Sustainable transport 7

Low-carbon economy 4

"Article 7 ERDF"



Sound delivery

• What ultimately matters: sound delivery of strategies 
and investments on the ground (result orientation)

• Make use of Technical Assistance to enhance 
Administrative Capacity - 'in-kind' (JASPERS) and 
financial contribution; MS action required by EAC

• Work across administrative boundaries and national 
borders – ETC programmes <-> main-stream OP

• Deploy innovative solutions (e.g. CIVITAS, Smart Cities)

• Use opportunities for peer-to-peer exchange (Urban 
Development Platform; Covenant of Mayors; Platform for 
Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans, …)



From programming to implementation

• 'Urban transport' investments primarily under TO4 (55%) – TO7 (20%) 
and multi-TO priority axes (25%)

• Selection of IP by MS might have been guided by Thematic 
Concentration, ear-marking for TO4, and limited access to TO7

• For investments under 4e, investments must be part of  balanced (!), 
cross-sectorial (!) low-carbon strategy and focus must be on selection 
of cost-effective measures for reducing CO2 and oil dependence. 

• Selected TOs, IPs, Specific Objectives need to fit together and be 
properly reflected by the indicators, 'types of actions supported', 'guiding 
principles for selection' – and selection criteria.



From programming to implementation

Urban transport projects should be supported that 

(a) clearly contribute to delivering the OP (in particular the 
relevant TO and IP) – and 'sustainable development' – Art 8 CPR

(b) that are embedded into an integrated strategy for sustainable 
urban mobility/development. (Is there a Sustainable Urban 
Mobility Plan? Integrated urban development strategy?

(c) fill the gap where above is not in place; 

(d) are result-oriented and cost-effective;

(e) properly designed: feasibility study; CBA; demand analysis 

See ECA report on Effectiveness of EU-supported public urban transport 
projects!



Cohesion policy support to 
Romania

Operational programmes Union Support (€)
Total National 
Funding (€)

Total Funding 
(€)

Co-
financin
g rate

Large Infrastructure 

Operational Programme
9.418.524.484 2.463.189.073 11.881.713.557 79,27%

Competitiveness Operational 

Programme
1.329.787.234 252.983.613 1.582.770.847 84,02%

Regional Operational 

Programme
6.700.000.000 1.550.033.171 8.250.033.171 81,21%

Technical Assistance 

Operational Programme
212.765.958 38.448.062 251.214.020 84,70%

Total 17.661.077.676 4.304.653.919 21.965.731.595 81,42%



Cohesion policy support to 
Romania

• Sustainable urban transport: 2,4 bln euro

15% of ESIF contribution to Romania

• Metro: 543 million euro 

» Infrastructure

» Rolling stock: PSO



Romania's priorities

• Promoting the rehabilitation and renewal of mass 
transit systems within the framework of 
sustainable urban mobility plans, where these will 
make significant contribution to air quality and 
energy efficiency:

• investments based on urban mobility plans for :
public transport infrastructure and rolling stock;

special infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists



Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans 

Key objectives:

• Ensuring the accessibility of the transport 
system to all;

• Improving safety and security;

• Reducing air and noise pollution, greenhouse 
gas emissions and energy consumption;

• Improving the efficiency and cost 
effectiveness of the transportation of persons 
and goods;

• Enhancing the attractiveness and quality of 
the urban environment and urban design



•Thank you


