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Parallel Session C2 
Freight transport and SUMPs 

 

Michael Browne | University of Gothenburg 
The importance of business models in sustainable urban freight initiatives 

Karl Reiter | Austrian Mobility Research FGM-AMOR 
CycleLogistics as a cost efficient element of SUMPs 

Wulf-Holger Arndt | German Institute of Urban Affairs DIFU 
Commercial Transport as a Challenge for Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning 

Moderator: Madeleine Kelly-Tychtl | European Commission, Directorate-General for Mobility and 
Transport 

 

Session Summary 

The aim of the session was to give an overview on the impacts of freight transport in urban areas 
and on how to make city logistics a part of the SUMP process for a smarter and greener urban 
environment. All presenters highlighted the importance of re-thinking urban freight transport from a 
classic, truck, van and lorry based delivery system to a series of intelligent, eco-friendly and SUMP 
compatible cargo solutions.  

Wulf-Holger Arndt (DIFU, Berlin) demonstrated the problems caused by urban commercial traffic, 
e.g. pollutant emissions, noise, damage of infrastructure and the intensive use urban space by 
freight. At the same time commercial traffic causes delivery problems by occupying roadsides, bus 
stops, parking or biking lanes, blocking junctions and sidewalks.  

Michael Browne (University of Gothenburg) explained to what extent a business model is relevant 
for longer term improvements in urban mobility planning. The use of such a model should result in 
the ability to use combined solutions, integrated approaches to make sure mobility and freight are 
considered together from the start of the planning process, and the readiness to look for good 
practice. A strong and multi-purpose model could well improve the planning process for urban 
logistics. 

Karl Reiter (FGM-AMOR, Graz) highlighted that half of the motorized trips related to goods 
transport could be shifted to bikes and cargo bikes. Cycle logistics has great potential in cities and 
more and more systems have been appearing for renting or permanently using cargo bikes in urban 
logistics. Cycle logistics is more efficient and in many cases quicker in densely built urban areas, 
and greener and smarter than motorised modes.   

 

Key Messages 

Freight transport considerations should be a key part of Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans but 
success will only be achieved if we focus on relevant business models and the lessons learned 
from existing urban freight experiences and initiatives. 

Michael Browne | University of Gothenburg 

 

51% of all urban motorised trips related to the transport of goods could be shifted to bikes, cargo-
bikes or bike trailers – this has the potential to change the face of our cities and improve our quality 
of life. 

Karl Reiter | Austrian Mobility Research FGM-AMOR 
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Only by including a specific focus on commercial transport can European cities find solutions to the 
ambitious targets for air pollution, noise and CO2 emissions, as set out in EU urban mobility policy 
and by climate agreements. 

Wulf-Holger Arndt | German Institute of Urban Affairs DIFU 


