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Parallel Session C1 
Result-driven planning using SUMP indicators 

 

Dirk Lauwers | Ghent University and Antwerp University 
The WSCSD tool 

Udo Becker | Technical University Dresden 
StepByStep towards less un-sustainable transport in cities: Which approaches are more 
successful and why? 

Katarina Evanth | Trivector 
Supercharge your SUMP with MaxSumo and SHIFT 

Yannick Bousse | International Association of Public Transport UITP 
The Urban Mobility innovation index 

Moderator: Piotr Rapacz | European Commission, Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport 

 

Session Summary 

Piotr Rapacz outlined the major goals of the session, which were to hear more about what indicators 
already exist and in particular to help cities understand how they can use indicators related to their 
SUMP objectives. Air quality is a topical and current example of this.  The European Commission 
is about to launch a tender for the provision of technical assistance to cities in EU member states 
to help them in using Sustainable Mobility Indicators to allow for self-assessment within as well as 
benchmarking between cities.   

Prof Lauwers presented the Sustainable Mobility Indicators set as developed by the World 
Business Council on Sustainable Development (WBCSD).  He pointed out the need for the 
quadruple helix approach of co-operative planning between cities, research, citizens’ movements 
and business. The WBCSD indicator set (which the European Commission endorsed) would be 
compatible with the approach of SUMP. It can now be found in the WBCSD guidebook. The set 
(which does not include air transport and shipping) follows a holistic approach which takes into 
account citizens’ opinions.  

Prof. Becker provided results of the cross-European “StepByStep” project, giving a critical 
perspective regarding the current data base of indicators/indicator sets. Data currently focus too 
much on car usage whilst there is a paucity of indicators related to accessibility. In constructing 
indicators and sets of indicators experts should ‘keep it simple’, using fewer and more simple 
indicators to encourage their use.   

Katarina Evanth presented “Eco-mobility shift”, a method by which a city can assess the 
sustainability of their transport system (the set consists of 20 indicators divided into three areas: 
enablers/process, transport systems and services, results and impacts). In Sweden, the SHIFT 
ranking (sustainable transport) has been applied to those municipalities who pay for it since 2014. 
Successful cities usually have a SUMP and understand user needs. Furthermore, they prioritise 
public transport and cycling in their budgets. MaxSumo is an evaluation tool for SUMP that provides 
standardised step by step guidance against the goal to evaluate behavioural change. 

Yannick Bousse gave a presentation of the worldwide UMii project (30 cities) that has developed 
an urban mobility innovation index. Some of the UMii indicators could be transferable to SUMP 
processes, others not.  

The discussion between the speakers and the audience dealt with the general question as to why 
indicators matter. According to the speakers, they enable effective measures and processes to be 
identified. They can be used at any stage of the planning process, for instance in the forecasting 
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phase. Indicator selection should be based on the needs of the respective city. Politicians should 
be able to understand them technically and to explain their purpose to the voters.  

 

Key Messages 

Improve your city's SUMP and transport system with SHIFT and MaxSUMO 

Katarina Evanth | Trivector 

 

Enabling city leaders to improve innovation in urban mobility 

Yannick Bousse | International Association of Public Transport UITP 

 

Principles, indicators and guidelines to guarantee accessibility needs for people today and into the 
future. 

Udo Becker | Technical University Dresden 

 

Involving industry and the private sector in the urban mobility planning process and the role of 
monitoring and indicators from that perspective. 

Dirk Lauwers | Ghent University and Antwerp University 

 

 


