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Session Summary 

The main question directed towards the audience was how different government levels can use 
public (EU) funds efficiently to improve the effectiveness and sustainability of the transport system. 

Q: In Slovenia 62 cities are currently preparing SUMPs in a given national favourable framework, 
with financial support of 85% coming from the EU Cohesion Funds and 15% co-financed from local 
budgets. How did those cities prioritise the local budget allocation for co-financing the SUMP, and 
what if it was not possible to co-finance due to scarce resources?  

A: The movement in Slovenia was a process that built on early best practice examples from EU 
projects (e.g. CIVITAS projects in Ljubljana) and continued with trainings and support sessions 
provided within the framework of JASPERS training programme in Slovenia targeting both 
municipalities and traffic engineers. At the same time the national government provided more and 
more support to cities that felt confident in developing their mobility strategy and prioritising 
investments in sustainable mobility. The national level also prioritised and clarified the allocation of 
financial resources coming from Cohesion Funds for the period 2014-2020 and placed particular 
emphasis on public participation, which proved to be a key success factor.   

Q: How was the funding for SUMPs in Slovenian cities prioritised, what amount did each city get? 

A: The funding for the 62 Slovenian cities was allocated and distributed per category of city 
depending upon the number of inhabitants.  

Q: How can non-EU countries beneficiate from funding support? 

A: JASPERS answered this question, pointing out that their training programme extends to EPA 
countries, and technical assistance is provided to ministries from these countries. This action is 
currently on going and expanding. It was recommended that cities should consider an initial focus 
on quick-win projects that also build political capital at the national governance level. There are 
also a number of EU initiatives covering the SUMP topic at the national level that are specifically 
aimed at developing and emerging countries, for example the ‘MobiliseYourCity’ project.  

 

Key Message 

Increasing the uptake of SUMPs must be a core strategic tool to address urban mobility challenges 
in all countries. It is a crucial moment now, especially in CEE and Balkan countries, to improve 
capacities at all levels to better prepare SUMPs, steer the process, manage specific measures and 
monitor results. It is very important to provide consistent pools of experts from which planners and 
engineers may draw to assist in the SUMP process. 


