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The conference was organised by CIVITAS PROSPERITY, a member of 
the European Platform on Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans. 

 

Parallel Session A1 
To whom does public space belong – to machines or to people? 

 

Juan Carlos Escudero | Centro de Estudios Ambientales de Vitoria Gasteiz 
Towards a liveable vibrant and resilient city through new mobility and public space strategies: The 
superblock approach in Vitoria-Gasteiz 

Andrzej Szarata | Krakow University of Technology 
For whom is the city – Krakow’s experience 

Andrea Novakovic | City of Dubrovnik Development Agency 
Placemaking development: a new model for sustainable living 

Moderator: Tom Rye | Edinburgh Napier University 

 

Session Summary 

Vitoria Gasteiz focused on their superblocks approach to creating a more livable city; Krakow 
demonstrated how roadspace reallocation has been a political and economic success; and 
Dubrovnik’s presentation illustrated the challenges of reallocating roadspace away from vehicles 
in a small city with extremely peaky and concentrated movements of tourists along key corridors. 

Vitoria-Gasteiz have seen an increase in modal split in walking and cycling and a decrease in 
private car use in the last 8 years.  Their success factors included taking a participatory approach 
from the beginning in which they included all the different stakeholders – politicians, technicians, 
citizens. They also took the time needed (two years). By establishing political consensus, they could 
unite against any possible opposition. 

In Krakow, the success factors were open minded politicians, strong support from the local cycling 
NGO and public consultation in a much broader way than had been the case before. 

 

Key Message 

Reprioritising road space away from vehicles towards people has clear social, political and 
economic benefits.  It can be achieved through meaningful public participation that builds a 
consensus around road space as public space not vehicle space. 

Tom Rye | Edinburgh Napier University 

 


