
CONGESTION CHARGING - BASIC PROPOSALS OF THE CENTRAL
LONDON SCHEME

� £5 daily charge, 7am – 6.30pm Monday to Friday, except public holidays.

� Charge applies per vehicle, per day, so allowing more than one trip by same vehicle
within the day.

� Weekly, monthly and yearly passes will also be available, but no extra discounts for
these; payments enabled by phone, internet, post or at retail outlets. 

� ‘Boundary’ of zone formed by the Inner Ring Road, on which there will be no charge
levied. This comprises: Marylebone Road, Euston Road, Pentonville Road, City Road,
Great Eastern Street, Commercial Street, Tower Bridge Road, New Kent Road,
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall Bridge Road, Grosvenor Place, Park Lane, Edgware Road.

� Not a ‘cordon’ scheme based solely on cameras at boundary points; any vehicle moving
within the zone, whether or not crossing boundary, will be monitored by cameras
throughout the zone.

� Zone is 8 square miles, or 21 square kilometres, in size; representing 1.3% of the total
617 sq miles (or 1579 sq kms) of Greater London; 174 entry and exit boundary points
around zone.

� £80 penalty for failure to comply, reduced to £40 if paid within two weeks. Penalty will
rise to £120 for non-payment.

� Total budget to set up the scheme is £200 million, including £100 million of
complementary traffic management measures being spent across Greater London.

� Scheme expected to raise at least £130 million (as a prudent business planning figure) in
revenue per year – all of which must by law be spent on transport improvements in
Greater London for ten years from the start of the scheme. 

� Timetable for public consultation on the Scheme Order: 23 July 2001- 28 September
2001 – 10 week public consultation on congestion charging scheme received more than
2,000 responses. On 27 November 2001 TfL proposed modifications to the Scheme
Order. TfL announced a further consultation period, from 10 December 2001 until 18
January 2002. More than 500 further responses were received.

� The ‘go-live’ date for the scheme is Monday February 17 2003


