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SUMP – A European success story!
❑ "Made in Europe" – based of best available practitioner knowledge 

❑ Successfully applied in very different contexts throughout Europe 

❑ Taken over by cities/ governments worldwide (and promoted by 
international development organisations)

❑ A significant contribution to reducing global CO2 emissions and 
creating more liveable cities 

❑ About to become a global good practice for mobility planning



Context: Our international SUMP activities



Key challenges (in Europe and internationally)

❑ Meaningful participation of all stakeholders

❑ Cooperation of local institutions and with other governance levels,

❑ Planning for the entire "functional urban area"

❑ Realistic and measurable performance indicators

❑ Coordinating with other policy sectors and working to common goals



Specific challenges in international SUMP development

❑ Difference between master planning vs SUMP 

❑ Strong need for infrastructure development 

❑ “Bankable SUMPs”: success indicators and measure selection strongly 
connected to bank requirements 

❑ Capacity to address urban sprawl and disconnected land use 

❑ Missing/ deficient institutional framework 

❑ Social inclusion (especially of women) major issue (and high potential) 

❑ Integration of informal mobility/paratransit systems required 

❑ Dealing with different (even unsustainable) mobility cultures 



What else do we need to consider?
❑ Create local ownership of the SUMP process, the vision, goals and measures 

❑ Builds on local good practices, connect with local mobility cultures and neds

❑ A locally well-adapted plan is preferable to a "perfect plan"

❑ Remember: SUMP is part of a change process – the transformation to an inclusive, 
sustainable, low-carbon future for cities/ metropolitan areas. 

SUMP is about capacity building and institutional development 
for long-term change! 



What are the SUMP essentials? 
The eight SUMP principles

And the SUMP 
health check:

www.sump-assessment.eu
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